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SSE & social innovation in the last quarter of 

the 20th century
⚫ associations and cooperatives began to make their 

presence felt again in the economy and in politics. 

⚫ appearance of a worldwide civil society defined as the 
sphere of transnational activities and relations created by 
collective actors (social movements, civil society networks 
and organizations) independent of governments and private 
companies, functioning outside the state and the markets. 

⚫ Social innovation : Polysemy of the notion  & strong 
presence in nowaday's political agenda
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Epistemic justice and social innovation 

at stake
“An epistemological shift is necessary in order to 
recover the idea that there are alternatives and 
indeed to recognize, as the bearers of potential 
alternatives, the struggles against oppression that 
continue to be fought in the world. […] we must 
change the world while constantly reinterpreting it; 
as much as change itself, the reinterpretation of the 
world is a collective endeavor.”

Boaventura de Sousa Santos, 2018
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The epistemologies of the South 

“concern the production and validation of knowledges 

anchored in the experiences of resistance of all those 

social groups that have systematically suffered 

injustice, oppression, and destruction caused by 

capitalism, colonialism, and patriarchy.”

➢ Epistemological (non-geographical) South

Boaventura de Sousa Santos, 2018
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2 approaches of solidarity
⚫ beginning of the 19th century, facing market incapacity to 

fully structure modern society  (failing to address some 

economic, social, cultural and political aspects) 

➢ Democratic solidarity

➢ Philanthropic solidarity

Laville, 2016
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Democratic solidarity

> to expand democracy that had been won at political 

level, to all economic and social life,

> fighting inequalities and seeking social justice through 

forms of self-organization and a commons’ oriented 

approach
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Philanthropic solidarity

⚫ More benevolent, paternalistic, moralistic

> no longer intended to claim equality, only to fight poverty. 

> Solidarity was equated with the problem of a particular 

group : those affected by poverty
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Triumph of democratic solidarity, but in a modified 

version
⚫ clash between these two forms of solidarity continued for much of the 19th 

century,

⚫ no longer solidarity as collective self-organization and Commons, but 
that of the Welfare State, which called for the implementation of public 
policies.

=> plurality of economic principles = substantive approach (Polanyi 2011) : 
refutes the reduction of the economy to the Market

=> Democratic solidarity based on: 
⚫ first its egalitarian reciprocity, 

⚫ later on the public redistribution

while philanthropic solidarity is a gift without reciprocity and a private 
redistribution.
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Social innovation as an answer to crisis
⚫ Cultural crisis : the erosion of the ideology of progress & 

emergence of "new social movements"

− questioned the remaining forms of domination in the welfare state

− criticism of the Westphalian Social State by the feminist 
movement

− ecological movement criticised the lack of limits and burning out 
of the system

=> shift from the "new social movements" to "social 
innovations in civil society” : re-politicization of the social 
economy 
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Social innovation as an answer to crisis
⚫ Economic crisis : social innovation is understood in relation to economic 

performance

− 1980s eco slowdown : idea that technological innovation contributes to economic 
recovery

− organizational innovation integrating/not rejecting techno innovation

=> in time, broadening the definition of innovation : not just technological or 
organizational, but also inter-institutional in a given territory and thus is a 
deeply social process.
= 2 scenarios open to Social innovation articulated to weak solidarity 
(capacity of capitalism to reform itself as well as its moralization) / strong 
solidarity



<date/heure> <pied de page> 11

Social innovation & strong solidarity

social innovation is transformative (not strictly 
restorative function).

“it is not simply a matter of responding to needs, but also to 

aspirations towards a new paradigm of social change; it includes a 

reflection on the intermediate institutions, as well as on institutional 

and political mediation that is required to enable social innovation to 

transform the institutional framework”
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Social innovation & strong solidarity 

Combines two registers of democratic 

solidarity

egalitarian

reciprocity

public 

redistribution

reconfiguration 

of public issues

=> consolidation of representative and deliberative democracies

=> plural democracy must be linked to a plural economy
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