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Key Message

EnsureEnsureEnsureEnsure adequateadequateadequateadequate levelslevelslevelslevels of of of of safetysafetysafetysafety and and and and healthhealthhealthhealth atatatat workworkworkwork in face of a in face of a in face of a in face of a justjustjustjust transition transition transition transition 

to green to green to green to green economyeconomyeconomyeconomy. . . . 

“The gradual expansion of green jobs will generate new occupational risks. This is caused

by a change in change in change in change in workworkworkwork environmentsenvironmentsenvironmentsenvironments, by the introduction of new technologies, new , by the introduction of new technologies, new , by the introduction of new technologies, new , by the introduction of new technologies, new 

substances and substances and substances and substances and workworkworkwork processesprocessesprocessesprocesses, by changes in the structure of the , by changes in the structure of the , by changes in the structure of the , by changes in the structure of the workforceworkforceworkforceworkforcesubstances and substances and substances and substances and workworkworkwork processesprocessesprocessesprocesses, by changes in the structure of the , by changes in the structure of the , by changes in the structure of the , by changes in the structure of the workforceworkforceworkforceworkforce

and the labour and the labour and the labour and the labour marketmarketmarketmarket and by new and by new and by new and by new formsformsformsforms of of of of employmentemploymentemploymentemployment and and and and workworkworkwork

organizationorganizationorganizationorganization. . . . These will modify the OSH conditions of workrs.’’

ILO Background Note to Towards a Green Economy: Pathways

to Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication. UNEP, 2011





OSH in the European Forestry Sector

� RecentRecentRecentRecent EuropeanEuropeanEuropeanEuropean Directives on OSH  Directives on OSH  Directives on OSH  Directives on OSH  

� GreaterGreaterGreaterGreater adoption of adoption of adoption of adoption of InterntionalInterntionalInterntionalInterntional Standards on the Standards on the Standards on the Standards on the subjectsubjectsubjectsubject

� NoticeableNoticeableNoticeableNoticeable shift in attitudes shift in attitudes shift in attitudes shift in attitudes towardtowardtowardtoward OSH OSH OSH OSH atatatat workworkworkwork

� GreaterGreaterGreaterGreater concernconcernconcernconcern towardtowardtowardtoward issues issues issues issues likelikelikelike ergonomicsergonomicsergonomicsergonomics, , , , occupationaloccupationaloccupationaloccupational diseasesdiseasesdiseasesdiseases,   use ,   use ,   use ,   use 

of of of of chemicalschemicalschemicalschemicals, , , , etcetcetcetc

� Expansion of open Expansion of open Expansion of open Expansion of open tradetradetradetrade and and and and marketmarketmarketmarket economyeconomyeconomyeconomy



OSH in the European Forestry Sector

In spite of efforts to In spite of efforts to In spite of efforts to In spite of efforts to improveimproveimproveimprove the situation, the the situation, the the situation, the the situation, the forestryforestryforestryforestry sector’ssector’ssector’ssector’s safetysafetysafetysafety

performance performance performance performance appearsappearsappearsappears to have to have to have to have plateauplateauplateauplateau––––edededed over the last 7over the last 7over the last 7over the last 7––––8 8 8 8 yearsyearsyearsyears

Data Source: Eurostat



OSH in the European Forestry Sector

Accident rates are Accident rates are Accident rates are Accident rates are significantlysignificantlysignificantlysignificantly higherhigherhigherhigher thanthanthanthan otherotherotherother sectorssectorssectorssectors

Date Source: Eurostat



Addressing OSH

� A preventative OSH culture

� A management system approach

� The promotion of safety and health 

� National safety and health programs and initiatives

� Training and certification of forest operators

� Partnership building

� Expansion of regulation and its enforcement taking into account the change in taking into account the change in taking into account the change in taking into account the change in 

technology/processes in face of the transition into green economytechnology/processes in face of the transition into green economytechnology/processes in face of the transition into green economytechnology/processes in face of the transition into green economy


