Kunming China Marks World Day Against Child Labour, 2009:
“Give Girls a Chance”
Opening Remarks by Kathleen Speake, International Labour Organisation

Ge wei lingdao, ge wei laibin, zaoshang hao!

May | take this opportunity to thank our hosts, the provincial Women'’s
Federation of Yunnan for their excellent coordination, as well as participants
from various government departments, research institutes, NGOs, schools and
communities who feel it is important to be here today. June 12 is World Day
Against Child Labour. The theme of this year’s World Day is, Give Girls a Chance,
End Child Labour. This year, 2009, also marks the tenth anniversary of the
adoption of ILO Convention 182. China is a signatory to this core convention
which addresses the need for action to tackle the worst forms of child labour,
including trafficking.

The ILO estimates that around the world, 100 million girls are involved in child
labour. 53 million are estimated to be in hazardous work, and 20 million are
under 12 years of age. Boys are exploited too, but often girls endure additional
hardships and face additional risks. This is because girls are less likely than
boys to be enrolled in primary and secondary schools. Skills training
opportunities for adolescent girls are limited, and girls in rural areas are
particularly disadvantaged. Females make up 2/3 of the world’s illiterate
population. We also know that under difficult economic times, families may be
forced to choose between educating their son OR daughter —and usually girls
lose out. A potential negative impact of the global crisis could include cuts to
education budgets, leading to decreased access to quality education
(particularly affecting girls), and increased poverty and child labour.

Missing out on educational and training opportunities at a minimum diminishes
one’s prospects of finding decent work. In the worst case it results in child
labour, a life time of exploitative work, and an intergenerational cycle of
poverty.

Many of you are familiar with the work of the ILO and Women'’s Federation to
prevent trafficking in women and children for labour exploitation, which began
in 2000, in support of China’s implementation of Convention 182. Two projects,
one in Yunnan, and one in five other pilot provinces, have demonstrated that
educating girls is one of the most effective ways of tackling poverty and is a
first step towards ending child labour, providing access to decent work, and
ensuring a productive adulthood. Further, the projects have promoted rights
awareness, life skills training, vocational training, and safe migration strategies
for girls and women. Government, private employers, schools, workers’
associations, the Women'’s Federation, and communities have all worked



together to effectively address gender discrimination and promote equal access
to education and services for girls and boys. In particular, Yunnan province
deserves enormous credit for its trafficking prevention policy and programs
which bring together an array of government bureaus and agencies to
effectively address this multi-dimensional problem in a coordinated and
strategic manner.

The World Day Against Child Labour aims to promote awareness and action to
tackle child labour. Support for the World Day has been growing each year,
with involvement from governments, employers, workers associations, and UN
agencies. Last June 12, the China Daily proclaimed that, “The whole nation
must strive for children to enjoy their childhood, playing, learning and
preparing for a decent work life as adults and parents”. On that same day,
Yunnan province held an awareness raising event echoing these themes. This
June 10-12, you in Yunnan are organising an information forum and campaign
for children and communities most at risk. Many advocacy and education
activities are happening around the world today. You are adding your voice to
the world community that aims to eliminate the worst forms of child labour by
2016. The goal is in reach, yet challenges remain. The ILO stands ready to
support your continued efforts. | applaud your commitment, and look forward
to participating in today’s forum.
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